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NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 
The Sumner School District does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, 
color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or identity, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical 
disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability in its 
programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts of America and other 
designated youth groups. 
The following employees are designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged 
discrimination: 

• Title IX/RCWW 28A.640 Compliance Officer and ADA Coordinator 
Marion Leach, marion_leach@sumnersd.org 
Executive Director of Human Resources 
Sumner School District, 1202 Wood Avenue, Sumner, WA 98390 
(253) 891-6030 

• Section 504 Coordinator 
Karen Finigan, karen_finigan@sumnersd.org  
Executive Director of Special Services 
Sumner School District, 1202 Wood Avenue, Sumner, WA 98390 
(253) 891-6040 

The Sumner School District will also take steps to assure that national origin persons who lack 
English language skills can participate in all education programs, services and activities. For 
information regarding translation services or transitional bilingual education programs, contact 
the Director of Student Services. 
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The Spartan Way & 
The Eight Essentials 

 
Patience – Showing self-control and impulse control 

 
Kindness – Giving attention, appreciation, and encouragement 

 
Honesty – Being free from deception 

 
Respect – Treating others as if they were important (because they are!) 

 
Selflessness – Meeting the legitimate needs of others 

 
Forgiveness – Letting go of resentment 

 
Humility – Being authentic without pretense or arrogance 

 
Commitment – Sticking to your choices 

  
Agape – Love is a Verb 

 
At Sumner High School, we believe that character development is important in developing the 
whole child.  Serving others through a servant’s heart, provides the opportunity be a part of 
something bigger than yourself and to make Sumner High School the place where people want 
to come every day, instead of feeling they have to come.  This is Sumner-This is home-And 
here we leave people better than we found them. 
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Student Support Services 

 
 
 
SHS Administration      SHS Guidance Staff 
Principal: Kassie Meath     David Sandberg-9th Grade 
Assistant Principal: Joshua Agpalza-9th Grade  Brianne Laverdiere-9th Grade  
Assistant Principal: Chelsea Gallagher-10th Grade Diana Herrera-10th Grade 
Assistant Principal: Mary Jo Klopfstein-11th Grade  Cynthia Cuellar-11th Grade 
Assistant Principal: Brian Scheerer-12th Grade  Amanda Paulson-12th Grade   
Dean of Students: Kelly Kirk 
Admin Intern: Jeanette Morse 
        
IB Coordinator      Learning Resource Center 
Monica Swigart      Cheryl Gosselin 
 
Behavior Family Support Specialist   School Psychologist  
Alec Simmons       Brahim Djouider     
       
Online Learning      Career Center Specialist 
Karen Wilkerson/Melissa Carroll    Melissa Nelson   
 
Attendance Support      Registrar    
Jazma Griswold      Nicole Larson 
Angie Knoblauch       
    
Drug/Alcohol Support     Native American Coordinator 
Stephanie Puckett      Jason LaFontaine 
 
ASB Advisor       Athletic Director 
Brandon Wentzel      Kelly Kirk     
   
 
• Accessing Counselors/Guidance Staff 
Parents or guardians are welcome at any time to review all of their student’s records with the counseling and/or 
administrative staff. Please call for an appointment (253-891-5515). Students can request an appointment with 
any guidance staff by contacting the Guidance Secretary (Deborah Liddle) in the Guidance Office. 
 
• Advisory/Homeroom 
Students will meet with their Advisors at specific times throughout the year.  Advisory lessons will focus on the 
Career Cruising and Character Strong curricula, covering academic progress & monitoring, career exploration, 
social/emotional learning, and high school & beyond planning. Homeroom activities will take place on 
Wednesday’s and consist of school activities that are not directly tied to the advisory curriculum. 
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• Assessment Retake Policy 
Students at Sumner High School will be provided with multiple opportunities to demonstrate that they have met 
standard within each course, and students will be able to earn up to 100% on the reassessment. The last date 
to take or retake assessments or to submit work of any kind will be one-two weeks prior to the end of the 
grading period, as specified by the teacher. For students to earn additional opportunities to demonstrate that 
they have met standard on a major assessment, students must satisfy the following criteria.  

• Complete all necessary practice assignments* as determined by teacher, prior to original assessments 
in order to be eligible for an additional opportunity. 

• Complete any additional Proof of Practice** as determined by the teacher—prior to the reassessment 
date. 

• Complete the re-assessment within a two-week window, or as set by the teacher. 
• Demonstrate a good faith effort to meet standard in the classroom prior to the original assessment. 

 
*Study guides, practice work, prewrite & rough draft, etc.  
**Additional practice work, test reflection/correction, help sessions, etc.  
 
• Bookkeeping  
The SHS bookkeeper, Danielle Mahnken, is available for students before school (7:00 AM – 7:20 AM), after 
school (until 3:00 PM) and during Power Hour. 
 
• Disability Services  
If you are a student with a disability, there are support services available to assist you with reducing barriers. 
Resources to access or learn more about the services provided are available in the Guidance Office. 
Information addressing accommodations for college admissions or entrance test such as ACT, PSAT, or the 
SAT, are available as well. 
 
• Dropping Courses 

1)  Within the first ten days of a semester, a student will be allowed to withdraw from a class in order to 
change the schedule. A student schedule is an implicit agreement between the school, all of the students, 
and any individual student, and the enrollment of any one student affects the choices and options for many 
others.  Ten days is the last reasonable date a student might enter a new course without undue burden on 
the teacher, other students, or an individual student. 
2) After the 10th school day of a semester, a student may be granted a withdrawal from a course with a 
"W" on the transcript for the following reasons only:   
         * Major medical issue-- documentation required.  
         * Extenuating legal circumstances-- parent meeting and documentation required. 
         * Educational placement from a comprehensive high school to an alternative program-- if an 
equivalent course cannot be found.  
         * Administration has coached and encouraged a student to take an upper level class slightly beyond 
their ability level, the administrator, teacher and the student agree that the student has done everything in 
their ability to meet the demands of the course, and all are in agreement that the student is not capable of 
meeting standard.  
3)  If a withdrawal request does not meet the above criteria, the student will continue in the course and be 
expected to participate and complete work, and will receive the grade earned in the class. 
4) There may be cases when a student/family insists that the student should be removed from the course 
and the reason does not fit the criteria above.  In those cases, the student will be allowed to withdraw, in 
order to reduce conflict, with an "F" on the transcript. 
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• Fast Start Credits 
Students have the opportunity to earn high school credit for Algebra taken at the middle school. See your 
counselor for more details. 
 
• Food Service 
Food service is available in the morning during the hours of 7:05 AM to 7:20 AM and during Power Hour.  Free 
and reduced lunch information can be picked up in the main office or Child Nutrition Services can be reached 
at (253) 891-6450. 
 
• Sumner School District Grading - Standardized High School Transcripts) 

Grading Marks Grade point value for GPA calculation 
A   4.0 
A-  3.7 
B+ 3.3 
B    3.0 
B-  2.7 
C+  2.3 
C    2.0 
C- 1.7 
D+ 1.3 
D 1.0 
E or F (no credit given) 0.0 
Note: The minimum passing mark/grade is D = 1.0. Pass/Fail, 
credit/no credit, and satisfactory/unsatisfactory marks may 
also be used. The non-numerical marks/grades will be clearly 
identified and excluded from the calculation of grade point 
average. 

Note: Marks/grades for each course taken will be included in the calculation of grade 
point averages. Only the highest mark/grade for a class/course taken more than once 
to improve a mark/grade will be included in the calculation of grade points. Grade point 
averages will be rounded to two decimal places and reported for each 
trimester/semester or other term and for the cumulative credits earned for all courses 
attempted in high school 

 
• Graduation Policy 
Senior students who have failed to graduate because of insufficient credits will be allowed to participate in 
senior activities during the last week of school. They will not be excused from class with graduating seniors. 
However, seniors with insufficient credits, an incomplete Culminating Portfolio, or who are not in good standing 
will not be allowed to participate in commencement exercises. 
 
• Hall Passes 
Hall passes are issued at the discretion of SHS staff.  No hall passes will be issued the first and last 10 
minutes of each class period.  Students must sign in and sign out when using hall passes. 
While on a hall pass, all cell phones and other electronic devices must be left back in the room.  NO CELL 
PHONES/ELECTRONIC DEVICES ALLOWED WHILE OUT ON A HALL PASS. 
 
 
• In-Building Academic Support 
Sumner High School has several supports put in to place where students can receive academic help, including 
after school assistance Monday through Thursday. The Guidance Office, Main Office and school website will 
have the most up-to-date programs, times and transportation info.   
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• International Baccalaureate Programme 
Sumner High School offers students the opportunity to participate in the IB programme by taking either the full 
diploma or a number of different IB offerings.  IB information can be obtained through the IB Coordinator, 
Monica Swigart, at Sumner High School or on the school website. 
 
• Library Resource Center  
Due to construction, the LRC will operated under a modified format.  Our Librarian, Cheryl Gosselin, will be 
traveling to individual classrooms in an effort to support students and their learning. 
 
• Lost and Found 
Lost and Found is collected in the Attendance Office as a service to students. Items are kept for one month 
and then given to charity.  SHS cannot be responsible for lost, damaged or stolen items. 
 
• Online Learning (Sumner School District) 
Prior approval from a Counselor or Administrator is needed prior to enrolling in any course offered outside of 
SHS if the course is to be added to the student's high school transcript. This includes courses offered on the 
web, correspondence, and other credit make-up options. 

1. The Sumner School District offers online learning options for students. 
2. In order to participate, students will work with their Guidance counselor, who will handle the enrollment. 
3. Student progress will be monitored by the online learning manager at Sumner High School.  
4. Weekly, two-way communication is a requirement for participation. 

 
• Power Hour  
Students need equitable access to their teachers to receive academic support, build positive relationships and 
have an opportunity to decompress, through play, during the school day in an effort to support 100% 
graduation. 

What is Power Hour? 

Power Hour is a one-hour break at the midpoint of the school day designed to support learning and maintain a 
positive culture for students. This block of time includes a 30-minute lunch and a 30-minute flex period for 
students to pursue academic work and extracurricular interests.  Students can use this time to get extra help, 
make up missed assignments, study, attend intervention, participate in clubs, activities, or attend class, college 
and career assemblies. Students who struggle academically may be assigned Power Hour if deemed 
necessary by their teacher. 

Power Hour is... 

1. A 60-minute block for students to eat, study and play. 

2. A place for students have access to receive emotional, social and academic support on a daily basis. 

3. An opportunity to focus on building positive relationships with students and among staff. 

4. An opportunity for students to have choice during their school day. 

5. Equity for all students to be involved. 

6. A focus on academics as our core purpose. Get all students to the finish line. 
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7. Opportunity to relax and decompress - Anxiety is growing problem for our students 

8. An opportunity for food deliveries   

9. A time for class meetings, college and career presentations and guest speakers 

Sumner High School will remain a Closed Campus and students are expected to stay on campus and make 
good decisions during Power Hour.  Students will also be expected to be respectful of our campus and, keep it 
clean. Students will be getting more information at the start of school. 
§ Repeated Courses 
Students may retake a course to replace a failing/low grade.  All attempted courses are notes on the transcript.  
The repeated courses will receive the grade and credit earned on the second attempt.  If a student requests 
the school to count the credit earned from both courses, one course will count as an elective credit and both 
grades will be computed in the students GPA. (WAC 392 415 055/WAC 392 415 070) 
 
• Running Start Students 
Running Start students must sign and follow the Running Start contract. They may not be on campus without 
an appointment. When they are on campus, they are considered a visitor and must sign in and out though the 
main office and adhere to all school rules and district policies.  Running Start students enrolled through SHS 
may participate and attend all extracurricular activities. 
 
• School Pictures/Senior Pictures 
School pictures of individual students are taken at the beginning of the school year.  Every student must get a 
picture taken to be used for the student ASB/ID card.  Senior photos for the yearbook may be taken by any 
professional photographer and submitted to Scott Thompson (Yearbook Advisor) by Thanksgiving break. 
 
§ Student Assistance Programs 
Parents and/or students may access these services through the Guidance Office or Main Office. 
 
• Telephone Use - Student Messages 
School telephones are not to be used for personal business.  Phones in the Main Office and the Attendance 
Office may be accessed before and after school, or in case of an emergency.  To prevent interruptions in the 
teaching/learning process, ONLY EMERGENCY MESSAGES FROM PARENTS WILL BE DELIVERED TO 
STUDENTS DURING CLASS TIME.  Messages can be called to (253) 891-5510. 
 
• Textbook/Chromebook Use 
Students will check out textbooks through the “Book Room” (located in the back of the LRC).  The student is 
then responsible to turn the same book back in at the end of the term.  If the book is not returned, if the wrong 
book is returned, or if the book is damaged, the student will be subject to fines through the bookkeeper’s office.  
Students owing outstanding debts or fines may be subject to delayed delivery of yearbooks and/or withholding 
of report cards, transcripts, and diplomas.  Students may also be withheld from participating in athletic or other 
activities, including school-sponsored dances.  Submission to debt collections may also result from outstanding 
debts or fines. 
All students are issued a Chromebook for daily use.  Students are responsible for the care of the Chromebook 
while attending SHS.  Chromebook support is located in the LRC. 
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• Visitor/Guest Passes 
Students may not bring visitors to school. Graduates, online and running start students are included in the 
“No Visitor Policy”.  All visitors must check in and out at the Main Office and pick up a visitors pass.  Parents 
are encouraged to visit SHS.  Parent visitations must go through SHS administration and be made 24 hours in 
advance. 
  

Student Activities 
• Associated Student Body (ASB) 
The ASB is the organization that coordinates all student organizations, activities and affairs.  Every regularly 
enrolled student is a member of ASB.  ASB office elections are held each year by a vote of 9th, 10th and 11th 
grade students.  The Executive Council, made up of the ASB officers, shall be entrusted with the management 
of the Sumner High School ASB.   The Executive Council shall implement the constitution and by-laws and 
give direction in cases not provided for therein.  The Principal/designee of Sumner High School has veto power 
over the ASB and its actions. 

 
• Identification Cards/ASB Cards 
All students are encouraged to take part in and/or attend school activities.  ASB cards may be purchased for 
$40 at the bookkeeping office.  The revenue obtained from the sale of student ASB cards is used to support all 
ASB activities.  Benefits of holding ASB card are: 
  * Free student admission to all home athletic events. 

* Reduced student admission prices at away athletic events (excluding post season).  
* Admission to some school dances at reduced prices. 

Students who are eligible for free/reduced lunch may purchase an ASB card at a reduced rate.  Students who 
do not wish to purchase an ASB card will be issued a school photo identification card.  Students who lose their 
Identification/ASB card may obtain a replacement ($5 fee) from the bookkeeper. 
 
• Dances and Events 
Throughout the year, students will have opportunities to attend school sponsored dances and events.  Before 
prom, students are required to have all fines and fees cleared before they can buy a ticket. Students are 
expected to conduct themselves under the same guidelines and rules as if they are in school. All school rules 
and district policies apply at these events and appropriate dress will be required.  Students must sign and 
adhere to dance guidelines at all school dances.  Students must bring picture identification for entrance to a 
dance.  Guest who are currently enrolled in high school and in good standing are allowed at formal or specialty 
dances by filling out a “Guest Participation Form”, prior to purchasing tickets.  Dance guests must be under 21 
years of age.  Students will not be admitted to any dance one hour after the dance start time.  Students will 
not be allowed to re-enter any dance or event.  Students under school suspension may not attend any 
school activities, dances, or events. 
 
• Clubs and Organizations 
SHS offers a wide variety of extracurricular opportunities for all students.  A complete list of clubs, 
organizations, athletic teams, and activities is available in the main office and ASB classroom. 
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Student Attendance 
 
• Tardies 
Tardy: If a student is late 11 minutes or more to class, it will be recorded as an absence. If the student is late 
up to 10 minutes it will be recorded as a tardy. For every 3 times a student is tardy to a class the classroom 
teacher may assign progressive discipline. The exception to the rule is for 1st period. See “SAWS” below. 
 
“SAWS” (Spartan Attendance Work Shop) is a 1st period tardy program designed to encourage students to get 
to their 1st period class on time.  
 
Period 1- SAWS Support Team will issue green slips for student re-entry. Chronic tardiness or 
                absences will result in a parent/guardian meeting with school official. 
 
Periods 2-6- see below: 
 
1st thru 3rd Tardy = Warning by teacher, parent contact 
 
4th - 6th Tardy = 30 minute “Power Hour” or After School Detention Assigned, by teacher.  
Reminder-No activity bus is available this school year. 
 
7th Tardy = Teacher documents behavior as a “Minor” on SWIS Referral Form. Wednesday or Thursday 
school assigned by Dean 
 
8th Tardy = Teacher documents behavior on SWIS Referral Form. Progressive Discipline with Admin/Dean 
and meet with parent/guardian will be scheduled 
 
• Late Arrival/Early Dismissal 
Because schools are held liable for student safety, any time a student arrives late to school or leaves early 
from school, he/she must check in and out through the Attendance Office. To excuse a late arrive/tardy or early 
dismissal, the guardian must call or send a note the day of the tardy or early dismissal (see excused 
absences). Students cannot be excused to leave campus and return for lunch. Students who do not check out 
properly will be considered truant and off campus. 
 
• Assignments During Illness 
Students who need to collect assignments due to short-term absence should contact the Attendance Office, 
which will request work from the student’s teachers. Assignments can be picked up 24 hours after the request 
in the Attendance Office before 3:30 PM. If a student becomes seriously ill or homebound, the parent/guardian 
must contact the student’s counselor, who will notify teachers and help the parent/guardian arrange for home 
tutoring. 
 
• Make-Up Work 
It is the responsibility of the student to timely request make up work from each teacher regarding work missed 
during an excused absence. Parents may call the Attendance Office on the student’s THIRD consecutive day 
of excused absences to request makeup work. 
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Student Safety and Behavior 
 
At Sumner High School, we believe the most appropriate student management approach is to be proactive to 
help our students understand that all choices result in natural and logical consequences. Our goals are to 
enable students to take responsibility for their actions, increase their capacity for making choices and to keep 
them connected and contributing members of our school community. These goals establish a positive, safe, 
and caring environment for all.  To assist students in meeting these goals, Sumner High School focuses on the 
Eight Essentials which include: Commitment, Patience, Humility, Kindness, Selflessness, Respect, 
Forgiveness and Honesty. 
 
§ Power Hour Detention 

Detention during power hour may be assigned by a staff member or administrator. Power hour 
detention may be assigned for tardies, truancies and/or minor infraction.  Failure to serve an assigned 
detention will result in progressive discipline. 

§ Detention 
After school detention may be assigned by a staff member or administrator. The student will be advised 
of the after school detention at least 24 hours in advance. Parent/Guardian will be contacted and given 
information on the infraction resulting in the after school detention. Failure to serve an assigned 
detention will result in progressive discipline, including Wednesday/Thursday School and/or up to 
suspension.  Detention is assigned on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s from 2:30 – 3:30 PM. 

 
Academic Honesty 
We believe that teaching students to understand and exhibit academic honesty is paramount in achieving our 
mission to develop principled young people. As the IB Academic Honesty Policy states: [We should]  
“encourage students to inquire and to think critically and creatively, and to present their thinking in a variety of 
ways. They should be able to make their thoughts and their learning visible and explicit, show how they have 
constructed their ideas, and demonstrate the views they have followed or rejected. This is essentially what 
scholarship and academic honesty are: making knowledge, understanding and thinking transparent.” 
 IB Academic Honesty in the Diploma Programme. www. ibo.org. 2019 
 

1. The 1st offense: Reteaching and redo of assignment/assessment along with a Wednesday school.  
Teacher will contact the parent and send an admin SWIS referral.  

2. 2nd Offense: 0 on the assignment/assessment and Wednesday school. 
3. 3rd Offense: 0 on the assignment/assessment and Progressive discipline 
4. Exceptional Misconduct would lead to a level 2 offense or higher and may include, but are not limited 

to: Intent to distribute test materials, hacking, stealing test materials/answers, etc. 
 
• Cell Phones and other Electronic Devices 
Students at SHS may not use cell phones or other personal electronic devices (PED) during school hours; 
except for before or after school, during lunch or passing time. Students shall not take, possess, distribute or 
publish pictures, video or audio of staff or students without their permission. Distribution includes emailing, 
texting or showing to anyone. Publishing includes posting image, video or audio, online or in print. To protect 
student’s privacy, cell phones or other PEDs may not be used or seen at any time in the locker rooms, rest 
rooms or any location where privacy would be expected. Any cell phone or other PEDs seen, heard or being 
used during school hours may be confiscated. Appropriate disciplinary action will follow. The school will not 
assume responsibility if electronic devices are damaged, lost or stolen at any time. School district personnel 
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will not be able to investigate damage, lost or stolen personal electronic devices.  Students are not allowed to 
use PED’s while using hall passes.  All PED’s must be checked in prior to leaving the classroom. 
 
1st & 2nd Incident: “Brown Bag” Warning: Phone will be placed in a brown bag on student’s desk for remainder 
of the period. Phone will be returned t the student at the end of the period. 
 
3rd and Subsequent Incidents: Phone will be confiscated and brought to the main office; Parent/Guardian 
contact; Conference with administrator; Progressive discipline. 
 
All Incidents Outside the Classroom During Instructional Time: Phone will be confiscated and brought to the 
main office; Parent/Guardian contact; Conference with administrator; Progressive discipline.  
 
Failure to turn over the device to a SHS staff member will result in failure to cooperate and is subject to 
progressive discipline.  
 
• Parking 
The school district provides adequate transportation for all students. Driving a car to school is a privilege rather 
than a right or a necessity and parking privileges may be withheld for violations outlined in the parking 
application and the student handbook. All school district and SHS rules and regulations are in effect in the 
parking lots. Vehicles parked inappropriately may be booted or towed.  

1. Parking in an unauthorized area or parking spot other than your assigned space will result in 
disciplinary action.  

2. Parking spaces may not be loaned, given or sold to other students. 
3. Maximum speed on campus is 5MPH. Reckless or unsafe driving will result in loss of parking privileges 

and possible disciplinary or legal action. 
4. Off-campus violations involving or not involving driving may result in the loss of parking privileges. 
5. In the interest of safety and security, students are not allowed in parking lots at any time during 

the school day without specific permission from an administrator.  
6. Parking lots are considered off campus during the school day, but still part of the district property. 

All district and school policies govern conduct in any district parking lot. 
7. Drivers are accountable for passenger behavior.  
8. Vehicles many not display inappropriate or derogatory content.  
9. All vehicles parked on campus are subject to search. 
10. Any parking areas leased or loaned to Sumner High School fall under the procedures, rules, and 

expectations set forth in this student handbook and are subject to search. 
11. Student’s with excessive discipline, may have their parking permits revoked. 
12. Multiple parking violations may lead to vehicle being towed at the owner’s expense. 
13. Student’s with excessive discipline may have their parking permits revoked and/or not issued a permit. 
14. Parking on school district property is at the owner’s/driver’s own risk. The school district does not 

assume responsibility for damage to or loss of privately owned vehicles or property in vehicles.  
 

Safe School LifeLine 1-866-LIVE-TIP 
Anonymous tip line for school safety.  
When you call 1-866-548-3847 you will be asked for your district code.  (District Code: 16) 
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School Boundary Map 
 

 
Note: A student will be considered off campus if they are found to be outside the areas within the blue border.  Students in 
restricted areas (INCLUDING parking lots) will be considered off campus and subject to discipline.  
Classes under supervision of SHS staff may travel outside the solid lines and not be considered off-campus.  
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SPARTAN EXPECTATION MATRICES 
 
 
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS: 
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HALLWAY EXPECTATIONS: 
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COMMON AREA EXPECTATIONS: 
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ATHLETICS/ACTIVITIES EXPECTATIONS: 
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TRAVEL EXPECTATIONS: 
 

 


